Dr. Gwenn Garden is H. Houston Merritt Distinguished Professor and Chair of the Department of
Neurology at the UNC School of Medicine. She also serves as co-director of the Duke-UNC
Alzheimer’s Disease Research Center. Dr. Garden joined UNC in 2019 after serving as the Vice
Chair for Education in the Department of Neurology, University of Washington. She is an active
clinician providing inpatient care and neurological consultations at UNC Hospital where her clinical
interests focus on neuroinflammation, neurodegeneration, and dementia.

Dr. Garden completed her undergraduate education at Northwestern University and received her
MD and PhD in Physiology and Biophysics at the University of Washington. Following residency
training and a research fellowship at the Brigham and Women’s Hospital and the Harvard
Longwood Neurology Training Program, Garden joined the faculty at the University of Washington in
2000 and as the Vice Chair of Education from 2013 to 2019. Dr. Garden’s research focus is
neuroinflammation, neurodegeneration, and dementia. Her research aim is to elucidate the
cellular interactions that occur between immune and neural cells in the setting of ischemia,
trauma, seizures, and neurodegenerative diseases. Her laboratory has earned significant NIH
funding and produced an extensive bibliography of publications.



